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the States would or would not be contributing to 'common
burdens' on a basis of equality*. In the meanwhile, the
broken manner in which certain aspects of their case are
presented to the public gives British India ground for
accusing the States of selfish motives: grabbing everything
and giving nothing.

The Economic Contribution of the States to all-India Revenues.

The contributions of the States, direct and indirect, to
all-India revenues fall under the following categories:

(1)  indirect contribution;

(2)  cash payments or tributes and subsidies:

(3)  cession of territory as price of military protection; and

(4)  maintenance of troops for Imperial purposes.
Indirect Contribution.   This aspect of the question was

examined by a special Committee appointed by the
Government of India in August 1930, whose findings
briefly are as follows:

(a)  Sea Customs. On the basis of the Customs tariff then
in force,1 the Committee worked out that the duty accruing
to central revenues from the consumption of imported
articles in the States amounts to'Rs. 598 lakhs, minus cost
of collection at 14/4 per cent, or Rs. 512 lakhs.

(b)  Excise. The excise revenue is of twTo classes:

(i) Provincial excise on liquors, drugs, and narcotics;

(ii) Central excise on petrol, kerosene and silver.

According to the Committee the share of provincial
excise revenue contributed by the States is Rs. 15,35,000,
The share of Central excise revenue is:

Petroleum          ....    Rs. 20,00,000

Kerosene.....23,19,000

Silver.....

Total.....Rs. 47,72,000

1 The tariff has been considerably increased since then.